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Kathiradum mizhiyale
Thamburanethidum munne
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This week we present the talented singer who mesmerised the audience with the soulful rendition of
the above folk song at the 5th TB meet held at Kottayam.

Rajesh Ramachandran
Indian Overseas Branch
Alappuzha Branch

Born to Sri. Ramachandran, a small business owner and Smt. Radha, homemaker, he is their
youngest son.

His schooling was in Cherthala at Govt VHHS school Pattanakkad and completed +2 in Vocational
Higher Secondary and later graduated in Commerce in Office Management at SN College, Cherthala.

He was led into the world of music by his father who sang well and was encouraged by his uncle and
sisters. They led by example and became his first gurus when he became active in music at school.

He was an active singer at his school since 8th standard. By twelfth standard his interest turned to
Hindi songs. He insists gently that it might have been the effects of Chitrahar and Rangoli
broadcasted by Doordarshan. Those would play a significant role in his musical journey later on.

At school, his songs remained confined to small stages and classrooms but at college level, things
changed a bit.

Although he got selected as a singer at the Ganamela organised by the College Union at his first year
at college, stage fright turned out to be his bane and he couldn’t perform to his full potential.

But with his persistence and hardwork , he could become the lead singer at the programme in the
following years and he considers this as quite an achievement.

In those college years, the helmsman behind those programmes was the flautist Mr Rajesh
Cherthala, renowned in fusion music .Rajesh considers it an honour to have been able to perform
group songs with him at the Intercollege cultural competitions organised by Mathrubhumi in those
days.

Post graduation, as a job seeker , he landed a job at a private insurance firm in Ernakulam. He worked
at several private firms in the next six years. Those were the days when his music took a backseat.

The search for a stable job brought him to the banking sector. He began his career in banking in 2013
at the Alapuzha branch of the Indian Overseas Bank where he joined in the clerical cadre. Though he
got transferred to its Cherthala branch, he is back at Alapuzha branch since 2023.

He resumed his interest in music when he began singing for the cultural meets organised by the
Bank’s union. He also recorded tracks for one or two Onam programmes in between.

He could also focus more on music when he got transferred to his hometown of Cherthala. He also
recollects how he overcame the sense of isolation during the COVID shutdown through his love for
music.



He sang at the nearby Sastha temple for the bhaktiganamela held in relation with Mandala
makaravilakku and also at a few charity programmes held at Cherthala. This led to friendships that
provided him with more opportunities for performance.

Rajesh has been able to perform with movie/televison/comedy-reality show stars for small
programmes as well as big ones more than a hundred times by now.

Music hasn’t been his only passion. He is also a good cricketer. While working at Ernakulam, his
desire to bowl, led him to join cricket practice along with the Customs team members. He fondly
remembers how they tried to include him as a guest player. He swells with pride when he got
selected for the Sri Lankan tour of the All Kerala 20-20 cricket Association in 2014. He has
represented the Bank in several tournaments including leagues.

The programme held by 10B for its employees at Trivandrum brought Rajesh to the Talented Bankers
team. It was held just before the Kozhikode meet and just after the programme ,one member from
the audience, none other than our own Mr Sundeep Sivadasan, talented artist who has been written
about in our TB column, walked upto him and introduced himself. Rajesh fondly remembers how he
got encouraged to join the TB group by him.

Rajesh insists how his family is his strength and inspiration as they support him in everything, be it
music or cricket. He stays at Varanad , Cherthala along with his wife Soumya , who is a teacher, his
daughters, Krishnendu and Krishnasree , and mother Radha Ramachandran.

Rajesh is modest and humble in his accomplishments in music as well as cricket. He performs at all
opportunities available to him be it big or small. He believes that every opportunity is a lifelesson and
molds him into a better singer. We at the talented bankers team wish him all the very best in his
musical journey.



